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II. - Hong ADMINISTRATION, 


(6)— Working of the Cour is. 


_ 


393. The Bengalee draws the attention of the Chief Justice to the 


5 inconsistent and ehaotic decisions of the Orimin 

1 iar Bench of the Bench of the High Court, which are causing a well- 
_ founded apprehension in the public mind, and, as 
an example, cites the case of Emperor versus Kishen Ali, in which the Magi 

was asked to show cause why his sentence convicting the accused for being a 
member of an unlawful assembly, should not be set aside on the ground that 
it did not transpire from his judgment that there were five or more persons 
present. In reply the Magistrate said that it was ascertained from witnesses 
that the number legally constituted an unlawful assembly, whereupon the 
Bench discharged the rule, without going through the evidence, and deviating 
from the established rule that, if all the facts were not contained in the 


judgment of the Magistrate, the High Court would on revision set aside the 


conviction. | 
394. The Bengalee draws the Chief Justice’s attention to the case of 


1 Emperor versus Bansi Pasi and Kub Lal Sah, in 


which the Judges presiding over the Oriminal 
Appellate Bench gave no effect to the explanation of the Deputy Magistrate of 


Purnea, which clearly showed that the accused, who were summarily convicted 
2 theft, had not the criminal intent, an element necessary to constitute that 
offence. : 

The action of the Judges in question has led to the suggestion that a 
Magistrate’s explanation is accepted when it goes to support and supplement 
a conviction, but not when it establishes the innocence of the accused. 

The journal appeals to the Chief Justice to take notice of this matter and 
prevent any such inconsistencies in future. | 


(d) - Education. 


395. The following is taken from the Behar News :— 


3 Laer NN of the ae 4 8 
e rst ~Jirector-General of of Education in India we hailed with delight, as it 
e — had long been felt that the educational interests of 
India demanded it. But the manner in which it has been filled has not given 


and cannot be expected to give universal satisfaction. The appointment of 


Mr. W. H. Orange to this newly-created office may be a judicious one. Mr. 
Orange, we assume, must be a man of rare worth and exceptional abilities to 
have been honoured as he has been. But his appointment, it cannot be 
gainsaid, is an insult to the whole body of public servants engaged in 


educational work in this country, and the insult isthe more marked as Mr. 


Orange is without Indian experience of any kind. This act of Lord George 
Hamilton must be construed either as a sweeping condemnation passed by him 
on the whole body of such servants, or as an emphatic declaration on his 
that Indian experience is a disqualification as regards the highest post in the 
Education Department. We cannot congratulate the Secretary of State for 
India upon his choice, and we believe that we do but echo the sentiments of the 
Indian public on the subject of this appointment. | . 
396. The Bengalee, * a wt de leader, attacks the Calon 8 
3 for allowing illiterate men to choose the 8 us 
e for Baden degrees, and dra ws the attenti on of 
the Commission now sitting in Calcutta to the incongruity in the books and the 
multiplicity of the subjects prescribed for Entrance and F. A. students. It 
indulges in general remarks as to the imperfect study of English and History 
afforded, and notices in particular with disapproval Sir William Lee-Warner’s 
Magnum Opus, which it states is a source of infinite trouble to students, but is 
bringing the author a golden harvest. . | „„ 
397. By raising the pass marks in English for the Entrance examinations 
ae to 40 per cent., writes the Amrita Bazar Pairtka, 
Tae the Calcutta University have put an additional 
burden on Indian students. | 


BENcaLzs, 
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BaHaR News, 
15th March 1902. 


BENGALER, 
16th Marob 1902, 


Anita Bazar N 
Param, 
18th March 1902. 


(. 120 ) 


It should be remembered that besides having to attain a certain degree of 
proficiency in the prescribed subjects, they have also to learn a foreign language 
in English, and a classical language in Sanskrit. If itis felt that they are ung 
ward in English, the number of subjects should be decreased, as at present 


students are too burdened to pay special attention to any one subject. 
‘ot Harch 102. 398. Continuing its artiéles on this subject, the Bengalee is of opinion 
| n U that the faulty course of ä pursued: in ‘th 
ee ee school department and the defective teaching 
which obtains there are responsible for the high percentage of failures in the 


University Examinations. Year after year the Bengali boy has to wade through 
distasteful text-books in English, so to master them he takes refuge in 
cramming. 3 | : 

The Bengalke accordingly suggests that instead of placing in his hands 
compilations which are intended to meet the needs of English boys, the Univer. 
sity should introduce compilations from English authors made by experienced 
Indian Educationists which were in existence a decade ago, and which would 
better suit the genius of the Bengali boy. : 

InpiaN Minnon, 399. The Indian 2 expresses 3 at the 2 that the 

19th March 1902, ö a education question is at last engaging the serious 

W attention of the Government of nite * University- 
education has failed to remove the defects of Indian national character, and 
caused little or no material and spiritual progress. 

Indians know more about their educational needs and welfare than their 
alien rulers, but being in a state of abject dependence, they look to Govern- 
ment for deliverance. : 

The official element is predominant in the Educational Commission, and 
even the evidence of non-official witnesses cannot be claimed to be quite of an 
independent and disinterested character, The people are entirely unrepre- 
sented, although their vital interests are affected. They are not inspired with 
much hope as to the results of the Commission, for in Bengal the substitution of 
vernacular for English education has been a death-blow to higher education. 


(e) Municipal administration and Local Sc Government. 


Hinpoo Parrior, 400. The Hindoo Patriot asserts that it is not just to saddle Calcutta 


—— a 8 alone with nine-tenths of the cost of its structural 
The Calcutta Corporation. improvement, as it would really benefit all India. 
For instance, a serious epidemic breaking out in Calcutta would greatly dis- 
locate eastern trade, and the imperial revenues would bo impaired, the damage 
done to English commerce and interests being incalculable. In the opinion 
of the Patriot, therefore, the concern ceases to be parochial or provincial, but 
imperial in à very large degree. 
Then again, if the rates have to be raised to the maximum, and more, 
in order to pay the interest on a large loan into which the Corporation must 
launch, it would be driving high rents still higher, and render it impossible for 
7 the middle classes to live in the town. 
bi Mmron, 401. With reference to the Chairman’s speech at the last meeting of 


— oo vies ; the Corporation, it is a matter for congratulation, 
28 writes the Indian Mirror, that the Calcutta rate- 
payers are secure for yet another year from increased taxation, as the 
N operations for the structural improvement of the town will not 
begun before the coming year. 

BnneaLzx, 402. The Bengake contradicts the statement made by the Chairman at 
e me the last meeting of the Corporation that the sub- 
phancement of Assessment. gtantial increase in house valuation is indicative of 
the growing prosperity of the city ; and says that if Government were to make 
confidential enquires, they would be amazed at the intensity of the feeling 
amongst the people whom they believe to be prosperous and happy under the 

present Municipal regime. 
eRe 403. Since the passing of the new Municipal Act which superseded Local 
oe a cy | Self-Government, the condition of the people, writes 


7 the Indian Empire, has been an unhappy one and 
sanitation has much deteriorated. Assessment has, in most cases, been doubled 


and sometimes trebled when there has been no addition to existing buildings. 
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The Nation urges the rate-payers to represent their case to Mr. Greer, at 
whose hands they may expect justice. , creates 
404. The Amriia Basar Patrika write: — | 


ae eh. eee present at the rate-payers’ meeting held on 


Sunday last in Ward No. 1 to see the feeling of consternation which his 


assessment notices have created in the town. Everybody, from the highest 
to the lowest, expressed his wonder at the cool 3 in Which the — 
tion was going to fleece the house-owners. Several cases were mentioned at 
the meeting in which the assessment has been enhanced one hundred per cent. 
Of course it is the Municipal Act which is at the root of the evil. With this 
engine of oppression in their hands, the Municipal authorities can enhance the 
house tax to any extent they like. The rate-payers should, therefore, make a 
strong effort to get the Act repealed. What is the object of the Law or an Act? 
It is to secure the greatest good to the greatest number of people. The 
Municipal Act of Calcutta is, however, based upon a different principle; and 
it is, therefore, inconsistent with the principles of justice and morality, nay, 
humanity; As a matter of fact, you will not find such a monstrous Act 
anywhere in the world. Many house-owners present at the meeting called 
upon the Corporation to buy up their property, as there was no hope ‘of other 
people buying eee | 
405. The Bengales dilates on the woes of the Calcutta rate-payers, on 
a whom the coercive powers conferred on the exe- 
1255 cutive by the new Municipal Act is now beginning 
to tell. Especially it implores the Chairman to stop the enhancement of 
assessments now going on, which is convulsing the town. It hints that 
although the Indian is a most law-abiding person, yet when driven to despera- 
tion he sometimes offers resistance. The arm of the law is no doubt strong 
enough to put down such resistance, but the consequences, it says, are far- 
reaching, for the dissatisfaction sinks deep into the heart of the people. 


(9) —Raslways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. - 


406. Referring to the recent case in which a European railway em- 
Wm e beth loyé is reported to have insulted some Hindu 
ative ies insu - 1 | 1 
ere, Fe ard been deen ner. Pal, 
„Of all railway lines in India, the oldest and most notorious is the East 
Indian Railway. Assaults on and insults to native passengers on this line are 


as common as blackberries; and native ladies have always to be extra careful 


in their journeys over it, That this is so is because the authorities of the line 
seem to be strangely averse to employing educated and respectable Indians 
even when they are available in preference to low, illiterate Europeans and 
Eurasians, who have neither education, refinement and culture to make them 
better men, nor have any stake whatever to dissuade them from crime, The 
native press has cried itself hoarse on the necessity of improving the morale 


„We wish Mr. Greer or some one on bis behalf 


BNGALAI, 
Ast March 1902. 


POWER AN D GUAR- 
DIAN, 


16th March 1902. 


of the staff; but neither the Railway authorities nor the Government have paid 


any attention worth the name to its just complaints. If after this it is 
betrayed into expressing itself strongly on the sins of omission and commission 
of the Railway Administration, it is to be put down as being fond of exaggera- 
tion and what not.“ e | 


(A) — General. 
407. Continuing its notice of this book, the Bengales regards it as unfor- 
Ms Disby’s “P pri. tunate that a policy of drift bas too long been the 
uh bin dete policy of the Government with to 
| the economic condition of the Indian Empire, 


resulting in the distress of the agricultural population. To save this class, a 


change is urgently necessary, but, says the journal, if thereis to be this change 
it ought to be preceded by an enquiry, and it is amazed at the crass 
stolidity of the Secretary of State”? in refusing the very moderate demand of 
the Famine Union for a village-to-village enquiry, 3 


BuNGALEK, 
15th March 1902. 
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‘Apparently, continues the Bengalse, that which the Government of India 
try to shun, above all things, is enquiry, and the light which an enquiry must 
throw upon the hidden corners of a bureaucratic administration. The ‘situs. 
tion is so grave that the public must be taken into confidence and they must 
co-operate with the Government in finding a solution which would meet the 
requirements of the case. We appeal once again to the Government for an 
enquiry into the question of Indian poverty, carried on under circumstances 
which will inspire public confidence. eh ie ei 

It next expresses the regret and disappointment shared by the Indian 
public at the Secretary of State’s refusal to receive the Famine Union deputation, 
BENGALEE, 408. Continuing its review on this book which vehemently denounces 
„ exclusion of the children of the soil from the 
N e higher. offices: in the State, the Benga las writes that 
F 10 | their new “ patriotism ” imperatively demands that 
the old order of things should change, and a brighter career for the people 
be inaugurated. They must be made to feel that ret are somebodies in their 
own land, and that their voice is potent for good or evil in shaping the destinies 
of their countrymen. 5 5 „ , 
BuNGALEE, 409. Referring to Mr. Smeaton’s utterances at the India Sunday School 
— tae ad a Union, advocating Bible teaching in Indian schools 
. under the auspices of Government, the Bengalee 
says that this policy would not only be a deviation from the original policy 
of religious tolerance and non-intervention, in which lies the great strength of 
British rule in India, but it would be contrary to the provisions of the great 
Proclamation of 1858. 


It thinks it now understands why Mr. Smeaton was not appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Burma. = 1 = | 
Aunts Baan 410. The Amrita 2 Te is of N eer hon reg —, bende 
ae | the Government is adopti o save the indebted 
nn — 5 him from borrowing 
a from the sowcar, should be applied first of all in 
the case of the Government itself. For, if the indefeasible right to transfer 
his land tempts the small sowcar to lend money to the raiyat, the unlimited 
credit and power of borrowing money tempts the big sowcars to lend money 
to Government. So what is needed is to take away this credit and borrowing 
power from the Government; and big money-lenders will not care to give loans 
to their ‘‘ recklessly extravagant victim.” ‘ Physician heal thyself’ is the advice 
the Pairika is tempted to offer to Government. 28 a, 
Mostem Cuncmicts, © 411. Nothing in the opinion of the Moslem Chronicle can strengthen the 
en ee 3 b loyality of the subjects to their monarch so much 
„„ ee as occasional marks of Royal bounty; and there 
is no time more appropriate for deepening this sense of loyalty than the coming 
‘Coronation of King Edward VII. 1 
The system of titles and distinctions brings no corresponding position, 
power or material gain to the possessor, except the not very coveted difference 
of seats in a Durbar. So it is hoped the occasion will be seized to substantially 
signalise the goodwill of His Majesty towards his myriads of subjects, 
comer inseparably attaching the British Empire in the East to the mother. 
coun . ) 
Inblan Nation, | 412. The Indian Nation contradicts Lord Curzon's statement that 
F Government affords the fullest scope for the develop- 
ment of native worth and talent, and, in this con- 
nection, shows how difficult it is for the Indian to be a member of the 
Covenanted Civil Service. Their ostracism from the Police Department 13 
complete, and in the Educational they are relegated, meritorious or not, to the 
inferior branches. As regards the Executive Service, which was constituted 
mainly for the children of the soil, even there some departments are practically. 
reserved for Europeans; and so on in every sphere of official life, the Indian 
is passed over Wherever there is a European or Eurasian available. This 
repression of talent, energy and aspiration is one of the great evils’ of British 
administration, and is, in the opinion of thé Nation, more serious even than the 
drain of wealth from the country. 3 ve fee } 
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( 123 ) | 
413. In view of the indiscriminate bestowal af Depaty Collectorships, 
| | and with special reference to 
The Executive Service. sppointments to the Executive Service, the Amrita 
Basar Patrika suggests that a Member of Council should ask Government for a 


statement showing the number of men, their nationalities, and educational 
qualification who have been appointed as Deputy Magistrates and Collectors 


since April last. 
414. The Behar Herald publishes its Motihari correspondent’s letter 


complaining about the conduct of an Assistant 
1 * * 4 1 in a certain indigo factory. This 

, 5 | planter it is said compels raiyats to purchase from 
him| articles at much more exorbitant rates than can be procured locally. He 
also fines them heavily for trivial offences, and realizes the fines by sendin 


5 


the men to the press house. A case brought to the notice of the authorities 


was not taken up publicly, and the factory proprietor avenged himself by 


fining its promoters Rs. 500 collectively. 
This persecution is apt to lead to disturbances. ; 
415. The Bengake publishes a letter said to emanate from a leading 
— ined member of the Domiciled Community, endorsin 
esta é the journal’s views on co-operation by the Domiciled 
and Native communities, and remarks that such a union of interests, &o., will 
be omnipotent for good.” 
416, The Amrita Basar Patrika considers the budget is a clear state- 
nee Badest ment of the financial tion of the Government 
— and that the Finance Minister is frank and sym 
thetic. The new directions in the internal administration of the country in which 
the Government is devoting attention are certainly calculated to infuse ho 
and life. Notwithstanding all this, the journal imveighs against the 
expensive administration prevailing in this country, where | talent is 


‘superseded by importations from foreign countries, and where the mili 


expenditure is most costly. It asserts that the financial condition of India 
1 be improved by a simple act of justice, viz,, reducing the British army in 
ndia. | 

417. The following is 2 from 2 — a 

f t is to ee regretted that His Honour 

„ the 5 should have rejected the 
prayer of the leading Indian public bodies and Associations for the appoint- 
ment ofan Indianmember on the Mining Board, An Indian member was 
specially desired in the interest of the mining population, numbering over 
eighty thousand and divided into nearly half a hundred different castes and 
tribes. While it goes without saying that the members appointed on behalf 
of Government would strive their utmost to safeguard the interest of the un- 
represented labour force, we think a native of India, who is himself no 
inconsiderable owner of mines, and is thoroughly conversant with the ways, 
the wants, and the wishes of the miners, would have been ina far better 
position to represent them than European members, however experienced or 


_ Bympathetically disposed they might be, 


VI.—Native Srarxs. 


418. Referring to the Travancore Government Notification directing 
| ca „ „ all clerks in the service of the State to have some 
_ A Travancore Notifisaticn direct: kind of exercise,” the Bengalee writes :— 

ing physical exercise for clerks. ie e 1 
g The notion of compelling a clerk presumably 
middle-aged and certainly blessed with a prolific progeny, to go through gym- 
nastics while his mind is being perhaps tormented by the thought of an ailing 
boy or girl at home, may pass for statesmanship in Travancore, but outside the 


confines of that Principality, it can only be characterised as a sample of 


administrative lunacy.” 


419. With reference to a recent circular of the Mysore Chief Court 


: | condemning the conduct of its Subordinate 
imitate ge yg British Magistrates,’ who let off or punish inadequately 
administtation in India. persons accused in abkari cases, the Amrita Bas vr 
Patrika advises the Native States not to imitate the vices of the British Gov- 
ernment in India, | : re. ae 1 6 


ö \ 
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BRNGALREB, 
Ast March 1902 
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PaTRIKA, 
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Auna Baza 
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n ee 
_ It is not possible for Subordinate N e to administer justice if their 


independence were meddled with in this manner. From this, the journal 


roceeds to advise Magi 8, before issuing summonses, to take care to see 


whether there is valid ground for doing so. 


> 


VI.—MiscRLLA neous. | be 

Ama BAZAR 420. Referring to the bad feeling existing in Benares between the 

— 3 Hindus and Jolas (Muhammadans), over the dese- 

1$th March 1902, a Hindus versus Muhammadans cration of the temple of Lat Bhairo, belongin g to 
n the former, the Amrita Basar Patrika 


„ b learning 
that the Magistrate has filed the papers as he cannot find a shred of evidence 


to connect the Jolas with the mutilation of the image, offers the following 
remarks:— — 


“ Suppose the Pg opt cannot furnish the necessary evidence, what are 
then the Police for if the people are pr pe to furnish proofs of every crime 
committed? What is then the good of a detective department at all? Do the 
authorities know all that the people say about them? They are now fully 
aware that there are foolish people in India who believe that plague has been 
imported by the Government to kill them! And there are foolish people at 
Benares who think that the authorities are afraid of the Jolas! And that if 
the outrage had been committed upon a Mussalman mosque, the authorities 
would have shown more zeal than they are we 3 now. The Magistrate says 
that be is helpless, but that is not it. What he has got to do is to show that 
he is doing his best for the detection of the perpetrators of the deed. More a 
man cannot do, and more is not expected of him. The local Police officers 
have apparently failed to detect the culprit. And therefore they should be 
supplanted and others engaged for the purpose, We understand that the 
investigating Police Officers are all Mussalmans. If this be a fact, we fear the 
istrate has here committed a blunder. We do not at all mean to cast an 
reflection against the character of these Police officers, but in a case like this, 
the task of investigation ought to have been given to the Hindu Police. In 
short, what the authorities have to do is to persuade the Hindus to believe that 


if they have been vitally injured, the Government have done its best to afford 
them relief.” 


| BRNGALES, 421. The French possession of Pondicherry, says the Bengalee, is in 
18th March 190. 1 advance of British India, as, besides a franchise 
| a ‘and a local Parliament, the population possesses the 
still greater privilege of electing a Deputy and a Senator to the two Houses of 

the French Parliament. : : 


i. 


‘The Governor of Pondicherry being op to the re-election of the 
present Deputy for French India, sought the aid of Mr. Shanmugum Mudaliar, 
a most influential member of the local Parliament, to oust the Deputy. A 
refusal resulted in Mr. Mudaliar being arrested and imprisoned on charges of 
bribery and corruption, on the evidence of those who had themselves given 
him bribes. Two of these informers or self-avowed accomplices escaped to 
Hyderabad and from there published an account of the intrigues which 
resulted in the arrest of the Indian leader. They exposed the Governor 
and eight others, who instigated them to bring false charges, with the result 
that the French Minister for the Colonies was obliged to recall the Governor 


by wire. | 
70 nn, oe Bengalze’s Midnapore correspondent writes: | 
19th March 1902 9 A Brahmin clerk, employed at the Khe or 


Railway station, was beaten with shoes twenty-five 
times over by his master, the Traffic Superintendent, Mr. Bailey, as the clerk 
entered his room with his shoes on. A case was instituted. in the court of 
Moulvi Ahmed. He asked the accused to settle the matter out of court. He 


declined, and so the case was sent tothe file of Mr. Marr, Joint-Magistrate, who 
dismissed the case. 


Hinpoo Pataior, 423, Referring to the article on Beginnings of the Newspaper Press in 
n O% = ORC DRG OEE India by Mr. R. P. Karkaria, published in the 
e Newspaper Frese in ines. March number of East and West, the indo 

Patriot disugrees with the writer's statement that the Indians have been able 
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to take full advantage of the wonderful machine, Millions are quite i 
of the value of organi 
appreciate the value of a newspaper. ead 
The manner in which the majority of Indian journals is conducted 
accounts for the suspicion and contempt with which Englishmen regard the 
ress. It would assume a different position if Lord Curzon’s advice, given in 
is University Convocation addréss, were strictly followed. | 
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FFICE OF THE InspR.-GENERAL | 
or Policen, Bac Eos H. B. St. LEGER, | 

Warrtyrs’ Bun Dmos, . | Asst, to the Inspr.- General of Police, L. P. 
The 22nd March 1902. 
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public opinion, and need education to teach them to 
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